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State of the Art
The current crisis has indirectly contributed to questioning the efficiency of financial
markets and democratic institutions at European and national levels. Recent data
from the Eurobarometer (July 2013) shows a continuous decrease in the trust levels
that citizens from the European Union have on national governments and parliaments,
radically decreasing in more than 25 points in the last six years (European Commission,
2013). This situation is jeopardizing the European project while at the same time a
lively public debate about the meaning of European identity is taking place across
Europe. Several social scientists have argued that the social and economic inequalities
in the new global order are contributing to civil social reactions, based on solidarity,
aiming to achieve a better society for all (Touraine, 2007; Wright, 2010).
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Research and innovation have therefore been placed at the centre of the Europe 2020 
strategy to promote smart, sustainable and inclusive growth (p. 2)

Horizon 2020 - The Framework Programme for Research and Innovation - Communication from the Commission. Brussels, 30.11.2011  COM(2011) 808 final.



Aims and scope
This project aims to analyzing in depth the acts of solidarity which are being
developed across Europe, the extent to which they respond to dialogic and inclusive
processes, the related outcomes and the policy developments. The project starts from
previous findings on successful actions which are combating the crisis – e.g. by
creating employment or improving access to health – through acts of solidarity. These
acts are thus contributing to construct more inclusive and prosperous societies, by
influencing at the macro-level (social inequalities) and micro-level (psychological
wellbeing). In this regard, the research will identify common elements among these
acts in order to examine their transferability to different contexts. To cover this
objective, effects of these actions in five social areas will be studied in depth: housing,
education, employment, civic engagement and health.
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Successful actions



Good practices:
Actions that obtain good results 

Best practices:
Actions that obtain the best results 

Successful actions:
The actions that obtain the best 
results in many diverse contexts 



Successful actions
(oriented to solutions)



Federico Mayor Zaragoza (Director General
UNESCO 1987-1999):
I will not go to another Conference where diagnoses
on poverty are presented, because the best diagnosis
is autopsy but it comes too late. We need solutions
based on evidences and we need them now.



SOLIDUS aims at identifying 
which are the Successful 
Actions underlying the 

Practices of Solidarity in 
Europe with social and/or 

political impact



14 Universities
12 countries



8 disciplines
Sociology, Geography, Economy, Psychology,
Health, Education, Political science, Social Work
Multiple expertise
Spatial divisions and household studies
Fiscal Systems
Cooperatives and business organization
Educational success 
Ethnic minorities (migrants, Roma)
Active citizenship
Governance & democracy
Interreligious dialogue
Public Health 
Gender relations



Shared 
leadership 
rather than 
fragmented 

research



Successful actions
(oriented to solutions)





Successful 
actions



Integrated Plan for the Poma in Catalonia 2014-2016

Based on Successful Actions

Dialogic based structure involving 
grassroots Roma

Based on the identified solidarity 
dynamics



Successful 
actions

(1) Intergenerational solidarity

(2) Solidarity with the sick

(3) Economic solidarity

(4) Solidarity among women



Successful actions
(oriented to solutions)

Social impact



(SBE) Social, Behavioural and Economic Sciences

There is a questioning of the Social Sciences and 
the Humanities worldwide



SSH in Horizon 2020

1. Health, demographic change and
wellbeing

2. Food security, sustainable agriculture
and forestry, marine, maritime and
inland water research, and the
bioeconomy

3. Secure, clean and efficient energy
4. Smart, green and integrated transport
5. Climate action, environment, resource

efficiency and raw materials
6. Inclusive, innovative and

reflective societies
7. Secure & innovative societies

Thanks to the campaign initiated 
by SSH researchers, the 
European Parliament decided 
there had to be a specific 
Challenge on SSH 

Seven challenges

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-1085_ca.htm

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-1085_ca.htm






Scientific impact
Political impact
Social impact



IMPACT-EV
Evaluating the impact and 

outcomes of European SSH 
research (2014-2017)



Distinguish:
a) Scientific Publications
b) Dissemination
c) Transference
d) Social Impact



112 indexed articles
Authorships: 

54 female researchers
24 male researchers 

Among them: 
27 senior
35 junior

16 PhD Students



2009 and 2011: European Parliament, Brussels 



Social Indicator
(EU2020 targets)

Social Impact Indicator
from research outcomes

70% of the population 
between 20-65, employed

Number of new jobs in 
areas with high rates of 
unemployment

Source: Cooperativa Miguel Fenollera. (2013). Resultados de 2012 para la esperanza, en tiempos de crisis.
Available at: http://www.coopmfenollera.com/2013/02/08/resultados-de-2012-para-la-esperanza-en-tiempos-de-crisis/

-13 new jobs (10 permanent and 3 
temporary contracts) in the coop.
-317 new jobs in the field of agriculture
- 6 contracts to manage the labor 
training of employers.
- 4 contracts in the management of the 
cooperative.

Creation of “La Milagrosa cooperative” in a neighborhood 
in extreme poverty (Albacete, Spain. 2011)

http://www.coopmfenollera.com/2013/02/08/resultados-de-2012-para-la-esperanza-en-tiempos-de-crisis/


MARTIN PLETERSEK
Member of the European Parliament

You give it all. The evidences published in 
recognised scientific journals, politicians and 
practitioners who have implemented them, the 

social improvements that have been achieved and 
the people who have received them.

Hemicycle of the European 
Parliament

First European INCLUD-ED 
Conference

Brussels, 18th of November, 2009



From “potential impact” based on 
dissemination and outreach activities 

To “achieving impact” based on the 
consortium impact experience



SIOR is an open source repository to store evidence of social impact.

Any researcher or research group around the world can freely upload evidence of their 
research social impact through registering to SIOR with an ORCID id.

Any institution or citizen can freely see the evidences of the studies, researchers and 
research groups with social impact factor through registering to SIOR with an ORCID id.

http://www.ub.edu/sior/index.php

SOCIAL IMPACT OPEN REPOSITORY
http://www.ub.edu/sior/sior.php
sior@ub.edu

http://www.ub.edu/sior/index.php






SOCIAL IMPACT CRITERIA
• Connection to United Nations Millennium Goals, EU2020 target or 

other similar official targets

• Percentage of improvement achieved in relation to the starting 
situation.

• Transferability of the impact, the actions developed based on the 
project’s findings have been transferred to other contexts besides the 
original one

• Publication in scientific journals (with a recognized impact), 
governmental or non-governmental official bodies, and

• Sustainability, the impact achieved by the action developed based on 
the project’s findings has showed to be sustainable throughout time

http://www.ub.edu/sior/criteria.php
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Score Criteria

10 30% of improvement

9 20-29% of improvement

8 10-19% of improvement

7 Some improvement
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